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REC'D NO V 1 3 200S 

CHl\RTER OF THE 
CITY OF GOLD lULL 

Jl\CKSON COUNTY, OREGON 

'1'0 provide for the government of the city of Gold Hill, 
Jackson County, Oregon; and to repeal all charter provisions 
of the city enacted prior to the time that this charter takes 
effect, except as provided in Section 43. 

De it enacted by the people of the city of Gold Hill, 
Jackson County, Oregon: 

CHI\PTER I 

Name and Boundaries 

Section 1 . Title of Enactment. This enactment may be 
referred to as the Gol d IIill Ci ty Charter of 19G8. 

Section 2. Name of City. The municipality of Gold Hill, 
Jackson County, Oregon, shall continue to be a municipal 
corpora tion wi th the name "Ci ty of Gold Hill." 

Secton 3. Boundaries . The city shall include all 
territory encompassed by its boundaries as they now exist 
or hereatter are modified by voters, by the council, or by 
any other agency wi th legal power to modify them. The re
corder shall keep in his office at the city hall at least two 
copies of this charter in each of: which he shall maintain an 
accurate, up-to-date description of the boundaries. The cop
ies and descriptions shall be available for public inspection 
at any time during regular office hours of the recorder. 
The boundaries and this charter shall also be filed with the 
Supreme Court Librarian and the Secretary of State of the 
state of Oregon. 

CHAPTER II 

Powers 

Section 4. Powers of the City . The city shall have 
all powers which the consti tutions, statutes, and common law 
of the United States and of this state expressly or impliedly 
g-!"a-n-c Q-rallow munic-ipa-l-ities, a-s fu-lly as though ·this 
charter specifically enumerated each of those powers. 

Section 5. Construction of Charter. In this charter 
no mention of a parti cul ar power s hall be construed to be 
exclusive or to restrict the scope of the powers which the 
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city would have if the particular power were not mentioned. 
The charter shall be liberally construed to the end that the 
city may have all powers necessary or convenient for the con
duct of its municipal affairs, including all powers that 
cities may assume pursuant to the state laws and to the mu
nicipal home rule provisions of the state constitution. 

CHAPTER III 

Form of Government 

Section 6. Where Powers Vested. Except as this charter 
provides otherwise, all powers of the city shall be vested 
in the council. 

Section 7. Council. The council shall be composed of 
a mayor and six councilmen elected from the city at large. 

Section 8. Elected Officials. Each elected official 
in office at the time this charter is adopted shall continue 
until the end of his term in office as fixed by the charter 
of the city at the time this charter is adopted. At each 
biennial general election after this charter takes effect, 
three councilmen shall be elected, e,ach for a term of four 
years. 

Section 9. Mayor. At each biennial general election 
a mayor shall be elected for a term of two years. 

Section 10. Other Officers. Additional officers of 
the city, shall be a municipal judge, a recorder, and such 
other officers as the council deems necessary. Each of 
these officers shall be appointed and may be removed by the 
council. The council may combine any two or more appointive 
city offices. The council may designate any appointive officer 
to supervise any other appointive officer except the municipal 
judge in the exercise of his judicial functions. (Amended by 
election Sept. 17, 1985). 

Section 11. Salaries. The compensation for the services 
of each city officer and employee shall be the amount fixed 
by the counci 1 • 

Section 12. Qualifications of Officers. No person 
shall be eligible for the office of municipal judge unless at 
the -tim-e of his ele-ction he is a qualified elector in Jackson 
County within the meaning of the state constitution. No per
son shall be eligible for an elective office of the city, 
other than that of municipal judge, unless at the time of his 
election he is a qualified elector within the meaning of the 
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state constitution and has resided in the city curing the 12 
months immediately preceeding the election. The council 
shall be tne final judge of the qualifications and election 
of its own members. (Amended by election Nov. 8, 1988). 
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: CHAPTER IV 

Council 

section 13. Meetings. The council shall hold a regular 
meeting at least once each month in the city at a time and 
at a place which it designates. It shall adopt rules for 
the government of its members and proceedings. The mayor 
upon his own motion may, or at the request of three members 
of the council, shall, by giving notice thereof to all mem
bers of the council then in the city, call a special meeting 
of the council for a time not earlier than three nor later 
than 48 hours after the notice is given. Special meetings 
of the council may also be held at any time by the common 
consent of all the members of the council. 

section 14. Quorum. A majority of members of the coun
cil shall constitute a quorum for its business, but a smaller 
number may meet and compel the attend~nce of absent members 
in a manner provided by ordinance. 

Section 15. Record of Proceedings. The council shall 
cause a record of its proceedings to be kept. Upon the 
request of any of its members, the ayes and nays upon any 
question before it shall be taken and entered in the record. 

Section 16. Proceedings to be Public. No action by 
the council shall have legal effect unless the motion for 
the action and the vote by which it is disposed of take place 
at proceedings open to the public. 

Section 17. Mayor's Functions at Council Meetings. The 
mayor shall be chairman of the council and preside over its de
liberations. He shall vote on all questions before the council 
only when necessary to break a tie vote. He shall have author
ity to preserve order, enforce the rules of the council, and 
determine the order of business under the rules of the council. 
(Amended by election Sept. 17, 1985). 

Section 18. President of the Council. At its first meet
ing after this charter takes effect and thereafter at its first 
meeting of each'odd-numbered year, the council by ballot shall 
elect a president from its membership. In the mayor's absence 
from a council meeting, the president shall preside over it. 
Whenever the mayor is unable to perform the functions of his 
office, the president shall act as mayor . 

.. S_e _ction 19. __ Vote Required. Excs:el:C't- nas -this charter uother
wise provides, the concurrence of a majority of the votes cast 
at a council meeting shall be necessary to decide any question 
before the council. 
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Powers and Duties of Officers 

Section 20. Mayor. The mayor shall appoint the com
mittees provided by the rules of the council. He shall sign 
all records of proceedings approved by the council. He shall 
have no veto power and shall sign all ordinances passed by 
the council within three days after their passage. After the 
council approves a bond of a city officer or a bond for a 
license, contract, or proposal, the mayor shall endorse the 
bond. 

Section 21. Municipal Judge . The municipal judge shall 
be the judicial offi cer of the city. He shall hold within 
the city il court known as the municipal court [or the city 
of Gold Hill, Jackson County, Oregon. The court shall be 
open for the transaction of judicial business at times speci
fied by the council. All area w~thin the city shall be with
in the territorial jurisdiction of the court. The municipal 
judge shall exercise original and exclusive jurisdiction 
of all offenses defined and made punishable by ordinances of 
the city and of all actions brought to recover or enforce 
forfeiture or penalties defined or authorized by ordinances of 
of the city. l~ shall have authority to issue process for 
the arrest of any person accused of iln offense against the 
ordinances of the city, to commit any such person to jail 
or admit 'him to bail pending trial, to issue subpoenas, to 
compel witnesses to appear und testify in court on the trial 
of any cause before him, to compel obedience to such sub
poenas, to issued any process necessary to carry into effect 
the judgments of the court, and to punish witnesses and others 
for contempt of court. When not governed by ordinances of 
this charter, all proceedings in the municipill court for the 
violation of a city ordinance shall be governed ~y the appli
cable general laws of the state governing justices of the 
peace and justice courts. 

Section 22. Recorder. The recorder shall serve ex 
officio as clerk o f the council, attend ull its meetings 
unless excused therefrom by the council, keep an accurate 
record of its proceedings , and sign all orders on the trea
sury. In the recorder's absence from a council meeting, the 
mayor shall uppoint a clerk of the council pro tern who, while 
acting in that capacity, shall have all the authority and 
duties of the recorder. The recDr_der shall also perform the 
function of city treasurer and be custodian of the moneys 
and funds of the city. lIe shall receive and receipt for ull 
moneys and funds belonging to the city and shall safely keep 
the same, paying out the same on order of the mayor, or 
president of the council when acting as mayor; all. such 
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orders sqall be countersigned by the recorder and attested 
with the'city's seal of which the recorder is custodian. 

Section 23. 
shall be held at 
s ta te elections, 
laws. 

CH1\PTER VI 

Elections 
(.~J 

Re g ular Elections. Regular city elections 1~ 
the same t ime s and places as biennial general 
in accordance with applicable state election 

Section 24. Notice of Reg ular Elections. The recorder, 
pursuant to directions f rom t he counci l , sha ll give at least 
ten days' notice of each regular city election by posting 
notice thereof at a conspicuous place in the city hall and 
in one public place in each voting precinct ·of the city. 
The notice shall state the office to be filled by election, 
the ballot title of each measure' to be voted upon, and the 
time ilnd place of the election. 

Section 25. Spe cial Elections. The council shall pro
vide the time, manner, and means [or holding any special 
election. The recorder shall give at least 10 days' notice 
of each special election in ·the manner provided by the action 
of the council ordering the election. 

Section 26. Re gulation of El.ections. Except as this 
charter provides o therw i se and as t he council provides other
wise by ordinances relating to elections, the general laws 
of the state shall apply to the conduct of all city elections, 
recounts of the returns therefrom, and contests thereof. 

Section 27. Canvass o f Re t urns . I n all elections held 
in conjunction with s t ate and coun ty elections, the state 
laws governing the f i l i ng o f retur ns by the county clerk 
shall apply. In each s pe cia l ci t y election the returns there
from shall be filed with t he reco r de r on or before noon of 
the day following, and not later than five days after the 
election the council shall meet and canvass the returns. 
The results of all elections shall be entered in the record 
of the proceedings of the council. The entry shall state 
the total number of votes cast at the election, the votes 
cast for each person and for and against each proposition, 
the name of each person elected to office, the office to 
which he hus been elected, ~)l .. da .. re .. f .. erence .to caeh -meu·surc 
e"naci:ed --or ·approve-cr:-- -- Tmmediately after the canvass is 
completed, the recorder shall muke and sign a certificate 
of election of each person elected and deliver the certifi
cate to him within one day after the canvass. 1\ certificate 
so made and delivered shall be prima facie evidence of the 
truth of the statements contained in it. 
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Sect·ion 28. '1'ie Votes. In the even t of c'J. tic vo te be-
tween candidates for an elective office, the successful candi
date shall be determined in a manner prescribed by the coun
cil. 

Section 29. Commencement of Terms of Office. The term 
of office of a person elected at a regular city election 
shall commence the first day of the year immediately follow
ing the election. 

Section 30. Oath of Office. Before entering upon the 
duties of his office, each officer shall take an oath or 
shall affirm that he will support the constitutions and laws 
of the United States and of Oregon and that he will faith
fully perform the duties of this office. 

Section 31. Nominations. ~ qualified elector who has 
resided in the city du.cinq the 12 months immediately preced
ing an election may be nominated· for an elective city office 
to be f illed at the election. The nomination shall be by 
a petition that specified the office sought and shall be in 
a form prescribed by the council. The petition shall be 
signed by not fewer than 20 electors. No elector shall sign 
more than one petition for each office to be filled at the 
election. If he does so, his signature shall be valid only 
on the first sufficient petition filed for the office. The 
signa·tures to a nomination peti tion need no ·t all be appended 
to one paper, but to each separate paper of the petition 
shall be ilttached an affidavit of the circulator thereof, 
indicating the number of signers of the paper and stating 
that each signature appended thereto was made in his pres-
ence and is the genuine signature of the person whose name 
it purports to be. Opposite each signature shall be stated 
the signer's place of residence, identified by its street 
and number or other sufficient designation. }\11 nominution 
papers comprising a petition shall be assembled and filed 
with the recorder as one instrument not earlier than 60 nor 
later than 30 days before the election. The recorder shall 
make a record of the exact time at which each petition is 
filed and shall take and preserve the name and address of the 
person by whom it is filed. If the petition is not signed 
by the required number of qualified electors, the recorder 
shall notify the candidate and the person who filed the peti
tion within five days after the filing. If the petition is 
insufficient in any other particular, the recorder shall 
return it immediately tp the person whe filed it, certifying 
in wri ting Wherein the peti tion is insufficien t. The defi
cient petition may be amended and filed ugain as a new petition, 
or a substitute petition for the same candidate may be filed, 
within the regular time for filing nomination petitions. The 
recorder shull notify an eligible person of his n~minution, 
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and that person shall file with the recorder his written 
acceptance of nomination, in such form as the council may 
require, within five days of notification of nomination. 
Upon receipt of the acceptance of nomination, the recorder 
shall cause the nominee's name to be printed on the ballots. 
The petition of nomination for a successful 'candidate at an 
election shall be preserved in the office of the recorder 
until the term of office for which the candidate is elected 
expires. 

CHAPTER VII 

Vacancies in Office 

Section 32. What Creates Vacancy. An office shall be 
deemed vacant upon the incumbent's death; adjudicated in
competence, conviction of a felony, other offense pertaining 
to his office, or unlawful destruction of public records; 
resigna,~,ion; recall from office, or ceasing to possess the 
qualifications for the office; ,upon the failure of the person 
elected or appointed to the office to qualify therefor with
in,lO days after the commencement of his term of office; or 
in the case of a mayor or councilman, .upon his absence from 
the city for 30 days without the consent of the councilor 
upon his absence from meetings of the council ~or 60 days 
without like consent, and upon a declaration by the council 
of the vacancy. 

Section 33. Filling of Vacancies. Vacant elective 
offices in the city shall be filled by appointment by a 
majority vote of the city council. Appointees to such office 
shall serve only until the next state, county or city elec
tion where at such time the city recorder shall accept 
nominations for the elective position as shown in Chapter VI, 
Section 3l--Nominations. (Amended by election September 17, 
1985) • 

CHAPTER VIII 

Ordinances 

Section 34. Enacting Clause. The enacting clause of 
all ordinances hereafter enacted shall be, "The city of Gold 
Hill ordains as follows:" 

", 
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Section 35. Mode of Enactment. 
(1) Except as the second and third paragraphs of this 

section provide to the contrary, every ordinance of the coun
cil shall, before being put upon its final passage, be read 
fully and distinctly in open council meeting on two different 
days. 

(2) Except as the third paragraph of this section pro
vides to the contrary, an ordinance may be enacted at a 
single meeting of the council by unanimous vote of all coun
cil members present, upon being read first in full and then 
by ti tIe. 

(J) Any o f the reading s may be by titl e only if no 
council member present at the meeting reque s ts to have the 
ordinance read in full or if a copy of the ordinance is pro
vided [or each council member and three copies are provided 
for public inspection in the office of the city recorder not 
later than one week before the first reading of the ordinance 
and if notice of their availability is g iven forthwith upon 
the filing, by written notice posted at the city hall and two 
other public places in the city or by advertisement in a news
paper of general circulation in the city. An ordinance en
acted after being read by title alone shall have no legal ef
fect if it differs substantially from its terms as it was 
filed prior to such reading, unless each section incorporat
ing a difference is read fully and distinctly in open council 
meeting prior to being approved by the council. 

(4) Upon the final vote on an ordinance, the ayes and 
the nays"of the members shall be taken and entered in the 
record of proceedings. 

(5) Within three days after the enactment of an ordi
nance the recorder and the mayor shall sign it with the 
dates of their signatures and title of their offices, and 
the recorder shall certify the date of enactment of the ordi
nance. 

Section 36. When Ordinances Take Effect. An ordinance 
enacted by the council shall take e ffect on the 30th day 
after its enactment; however in case of an emergency, so 
declared by the council, the council may provide that it 
shall take effect immediately. 

CHAPTER IX 

Public Improvements 

Section 37. Condemnation. A necessity of taking prop
erty for the city by condemnation shall be determined by the 
council and so declared in a resolution of the council des
cribing the property and stating the uses to which it shall 
be devoted. 
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Section 38. Imp rove-men-ts. The procedure [or making, 
altering, vacating, or abandoning a public improvement shall 
be governed by general ordinance or, to the extent not so 
governed, by the applicable general laws of the state. Action 
on any proposed public improvement, except a sidewalk or 
except an improvement unanimously declared by the council to 
be needed at once because of an emergency, shall be suspended 
[or six months upon a remonstrance thereto filed within 30 
days after notice by the council by the owners of two-thirds 
of the land to be specially assessed therefor. In this sec
tion "owner" shall mean the record owner of legCll title un
less the land is being purchased under a land sale contract 
and a signed copy of said land sale contract has been fur
nished to the city recorder, or the record holder of legal 
title has verified to the city recorder in writing that a 
land sale contract purchaser of the property exists, in 
either of which cases said land sale contract purchaser shall 
be deemed the owner in the stead o( the record holder of 
legal title as to such property being purchClsed. 

Section 39. Special Assessments. The procedure for 
levying, collecting, and enf orcing the payment of special 
assessments for public improvements or other services to be 
charged against the real property shall be governed by gen
eral ordinance. 

Sec~ion 40. Bids. A contract in excess of $2,000 for 
a public improvement to be made by a private contractor shall 
be let to the lowest responsible bidder for the contract and 
shall be done in accordance with plans and specifications 
approved by the council. 

CHAPTER X 

MiscellClcnous Provisions 

Section ~l. Debt Limit. Except by consent of the 
voters, the city's-v6-run t ary floating indebtedness shall not 
exceed $18,000; nor its bonded indebtedness, $15,000 at any 
one time. For purposes of calculating the limitation, how
ever, the legally authorized debt of the city in existence 
at the time this charter takes effect shall not be considered. 
All city officials and employees who create or officially 

__ - app.rove- -any- i -nGleo."tea-ness -i-n-- excess--of- thi-s -l -imi-t-a-t -ions-htCll 
be jointly and severally liable for the excess. 

Section 42. Existing Ordinances Continued. All ordi
nances of the city not in conf l ict wi th this c harter and in 
force when it takes effect shall remain in effect.until 
amended or repealed. 
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Section 43. Repeal of Previously Enacted Provisions. 

All cha~ter provisions of the city enacted prior to the time 
that this charter takes effect are hereby repealed, except 
insofar as the same are necessary for the continuance of 
the city's existence from its inception and creation and 
its distinct ~dentity as a lawfully created municipality, 
and provided further that all contracts and agreements law
fully entered into pursuant to previous charters are hereby 
expressly notified and confirmed. 

Section 44. [Public Land.] That the following de
scribed property of and within the city of Gold Hill, Jackson 
County, Oregon, to wit: 

Lot 1, Block 19 in the city of Gold Hill; 
Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, Block 21 in the city of Gold Hill; 
All lots in Block 22 in the city of Gold Hill; 
Lots 13 through 18 inclusive in Block 23 in the city of 

Gold Hill; be and the same hereby are set aside for the use 
by the general public for and as public park purposes, and 
no part thereof shall be sold or disposed of by the council 
unless first authorized by the majority of legal voters of 
the city of Gold Hill at an election called for such pur
poses. 

Section 45. Time of Effect to Charter. This charter 
shall take effect August 1, 19G8. 

CHAPTER XI 

Section 1. The City Council is hereby authorized and 
empowered to expand and improve the sanitary sewer system 
of the City, as the City Council deems expedient and neces
sary, either within or without the corporate limits of the 
City, and all of which shall hereinafter be included in the 
general term "expansion and improvement of sanitary sewer 
system." (Ord. 415 §l (part), 1977). 

Section 2. In order to provide sufficient funds to 
effectuate the purposes of this chapter, the City Council is 
hereby authorized and empowered from time to time to issue 
and sell general obligation bonds of the City of Gold Hill 
in the amount of $250,000, or so much thereof as shall be 
deemed necess'ary. (Ord. 415 §l (part), 1977). 

Section 3. The bonds hereby authorized shall be general 
obligation bonds of said City and shall bear interest at a 
rate accepted by the Council, be in such form and of such 

-denomina-t---i0I1, -have -such due da t 'e' , -h-ave in teresE-payable . 
date, place of payment and contain such callable features 
and provisions as the City Council may deem most likely to 
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enhance their value and insure their salability, and may 
be sold at no less than par value or for less than par 
value, as the Council may in its discretion determine. 
(Ord. 415 §1 (part), 1977). 

Section 4. The City Council shall have and i3 hereby 
granted power and authority to establish just and reasonable 
rates or charges to be paid for the use of said sanitary 
sewer system as expanded and improved, and such tax levies 
as may be needed to pay the interest on any principal amount, 
as they shall mature, of any bonds issued hereunder and to 
create a reasonable reserve therefor, after providing there
from the operating expenses of said system, and the Council 
is authorized to levy taxes, from time to time, upon all of 
the taxable property in the City of Gold Hill, as may be 
required in addition to such other revenues as are available 
to the City, to pay the interest upon said bonds and the 
principal upon said bonds as the same shall mature. As ad
ditional security for the payment of said bonds, the City may 
pledge the net revenues from o~eration of said sanitary sewer 
system to pay the principal and interest on said bonds. The 
Council shall have the power and is hereby authorized to 
provide by ordinance for the enforcement of collection of 
such charges and rates in such manner as may now or hereafter 
be permitted by the laws of the State of Oregon and the 
charter of the City of Gold Hill including this section 
hereof. (Ord. 415 §l(part) , 1977). 

S~ction 5. The indebtedness authorized by this amend
ment to the charter of said City is in addition to all other 
indebtedness authorized by the charter of said City. (Ord. 
415 § 1 (part), 1977). 

CHAPTER XII 

Section 1. The City Council is hereby authorized and 
empowered to expand and improve the water supply system of 
the City, as the City Council deems expedient and necessary, 
either within or without the corporate limits of the City, 
and all of which shall hereinafter be included in the 
general term "expansion and improvement of water supply 
system". (Ord. 433(part), 1979). 

Section 2. In order to provide sufficient funds to 
effectuate the purposes of this chapter, the City Council 
is hereby authorized and empowered from time to time to 
issue and sell general obligation bonds of the city of Gold 
Hill j.n the a_IDouo_t o.f _ $37..5,000 .. O.O-,.-.or. -so much- - t.he·~e0-£- a-s 
shall be deemed necessary. (Ord. 433(part) , 1979). 
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Section 3. The bonds hereby authorized shall be general 
obligation bonds of said City and shall bear interest at a 
rate accepted by the Council, be in such form and of such 
denomination, have such due date, have interest payable date, 
place of payment and contain such callable features and 
provisions as the City Council may deem mGst likely to 
enhance their value and insure their salability, and may be 
sold at nO .less . than par value or for less than par value, 
as the Council may in its discretion determine. COrd. 433 
(part), 1979). 

Section 4. The City Council shall have and is hereby 
granted power and authority to establish just and reasonable 
rates or charges to be paid for the use of said water supply 
system as expanded and improved, and such tax levies as may 
be needed to pay the interest on any principal amount, as 
they shall mature, of any bonds issued hereunder and to 
create a reasonable reserve therefor, after providing there
from the operating expenses of said system, and the Council 
is authorized to levy taxes, from time to time, upon all of 
the taxable property in the City of Gold Hill, as may be 
required in addition to such other revenues as are available 
to the City, to pay the interest upon said bonds and the 
principal upon said bonds as the same shall mature. As 
additional security for the payment of said bonds, the City 
may pledge the net revenues from operation of said water 
supply system to pay the principal and interest on said bonds. 
The Council shall have the power and is hereby authorized to 
provid~'by ordinance for the enforcement of collection of 
such charges and rates in such manner as may now' or hereafter 
be permitted by the laws of the State of Oregon and the 
Charter of the City of Gold Hill including this section hereof. 
(Ord. 433(part) , 1979). 

Section 5. The indebtedness authorized by this amendment 
to the Charter of said City is in addition to all other 
indebtedness authorized by the Charter of said City. COrd. 
4 33 (pa rt), 19 7 9) . 
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ELECTION NOTICE §24 
NOMINATION PETITION RECORD §31 
P-oWER~ -DUT-IES- - --§-2-2-
SPECIAL ELECTION NOTICE §25 
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SALARY See COMPENSATION 

SEWER 

EXPANSION, IMPROVEMENT 
Authority Ch. XI §l 
Bond 

-S-

interest payment tax levy See RATES, CHARGES 
issuance authority Ch. XI §2 
regulations generally Ch. XI §3 

INDEBTEDNESS Ch. XI §5 
RATES, CHARGES Ch. XI §4 

VACANCY See OFFICER 

-V-

-W-

WATER SYSTEM EXPANSION AND IMPROVEMENT 

AUTHORIZED Ch. XII §l 
BONDS 

Authorized Ch. XII §2 
Specifications Ch. XII §3 

INDEBTEDNESS OF CITY Ch. XII §5 
USE, RATES, CHARGES Ch. XII §4 
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